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fundamentals that would make her a role 
model to scores upon scores of people world-
wide. 

Doris has had a remarkable career, which 
has taken her to the top of the charts. While 
she was a student at Passaic High School, 
she and three classmates, Shirley Alston 
Reeves, Beverly Lee and Addie Mickie Harris 
formed a pop ensemble that became the 
Shirelles. 

The singing group eventually revolutionized 
the ‘‘girl group’’ sound of the Fifties and Six-
ties. This success was punctuated by ten hit 
singles including, ‘‘Tonight’s the Night,’’ ‘‘Will 
You Still Love Me Tomorrow?,’’ ‘‘Soldier Boy,’’ 
‘‘Mama Said’’ and ‘‘Dedicated to the one I 
Love.’’ The latter, an American classic, fea-
tured Doris as the lead vocalist. It is inter-
esting to note that this sound is experiencing 
a current renaissance heralded by Britain’s 
Spice Girls who debuted in the United States 
in 1996. 

This native of North Carolina, who later 
moved to New Jersey, found fame and fortune 
around the world. As a member of the 
Shirelles, she received numerous awards in 
many countries. One highlight of her life and 
career came on January 17, 1996 in New 
York City, New York when the Shirelles were 
inducted into the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame of 
Cleveland, Ohio. To mark this achievement, 
the auditorium of Passaic High School was 
named in honor of the group. In addition, 
Doris was inducted into the Rhythm & Blues 
Foundation. 

Doris was united in marriage to Alfonza 
Kenner, until his death. Together they had two 
sons, Antonio and Gary. Later, she married 
Wallace Jackson with whom she had twins, 
Tracy Jackson and Staci Jackson Richardson. 

All who knew Doris felt her magic and 
unique ability to form a distinctive bond with 
each and every person she met. The magic 
transcended all boundaries and is a true testa-
ment to the loving kindness of her spirit. De-
spite being ill, she was performing concerts 
until the end. This includes a series of shows 
from January 8 through January 15, 2000 
aboard a cruise ship. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the City of Passaic, Doris’ family, 
friends and me, in recognizing the outstanding 
accomplishments in life and in music of Doris 
Coley Kenner-Jackson. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2000 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, on March 8, 
2000, I missed five votes because I was de-
layed in California because of a canceled 
flight. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 29, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 
31, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 32, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
No. 33 and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 34. 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO BETTY 
WILSON 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2000 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, my district 
lost a veteran community leader on Monday 
with the passing of Betty Wilson, the first 
woman to serve as mayor in Los Angeles 
County. 

Born in Danville, Illinois on June 13, 1915, 
Betty Wilson and her husband Sterling Wilson 
moved to Santa Fe Springs in 1949. Working 
as a field deputy for Los Angeles City Council 
members for 25 years, Betty developed a 
keen understanding of public service. She was 
actively involved in efforts to make Santa Fe 
Springs a city, and when voters approved in-
corporation in 1957, they also elected her to 
the city council. The council then chose Betty 
to be the first mayor of Santa Fe Springs. As 
one of the founders of Santa Fe Springs, Betty 
played a key role in shaping the city’s mission 
to be a business community. She served on 
the city council for four decades, retiring in 
1997, and also served as mayor a total of 11 
times. 

Betty’s dedication to public service is evi-
dent by the number of organizations she has 
been involved with and the awards she has 
won. Betty was Chapter President of the 
Santa Fe Springs Business and Professional 
Women’s Club; a member of the Santa Fe 
Springs Women’s Club; Honorary Member of 
the Soroptimist International of Santa Fe 
Springs; and the Los Angeles County Chil-
dren’s Services Task Force. She was Presi-
dent of the Los Angeles County Division of the 
League of California Cities, chaired the 
League’s Human Resources Committee and 
served on the League’s Revenue and Tax-
ation Committee, Action Plan for Local Gov-
ernment Task Force, and Transportation Task 
Force. In addition to being the first woman 
mayor in Los Angeles County, Betty was the 
first woman to chair the National League of 
Cities. 

Long active in the Sister City Program, Betty 
served three terms as President; became 
President Emeritus of the Town Affiliation As-
sociation of the U.S., Inc. (Sister Cities Inter-
national); and was the Council Liaison to the 
Santa Fe Springs Sister City Committee, Com-
munity Program Committee and Beautification 
Committee. 

Betty chaired the International Municipal Co-
operation Committee; served as an Executive 
Committee member of the Southern California 
Joint Powers Insurance Authority; was co- 
Chair and Council Liaison for the Santa Fe 
Springs Emergency Preparedness Conference 
for Business and Industry; and sat on the Ad-
visory Council for the Salvation Army Transi-
tional Living Center in Whittier. 

Betty Wilson’s long list of community com-
mitment has been recognized by her listing in 
‘‘Who’s Who in American Women’’ and in 
‘‘Outstanding Civic Leaders of America.’’ She 
was awarded the ‘‘Peace Dollar’’ for her work 
in the Sister City Program, and the Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Award for distinguished service in 
furtherance of the goals of international under-

standing through participation in the U.S. Sis-
ter Cities Program. Betty also received the 
United States Air Force Award for the ad-
vancement of peace through air power; the 
California Business and Professional Women’s 
Club Civic Award; the National Civic Commit-
tee’s People-to-People award; and the annual 
Good Scout Award by the Boy Scouts of 
America. Betty and her husband Sterling, who 
passed away in 1990, were named the 1985 
‘‘Residential Citizens of the Year’’ by the 
Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce. 

Betty is survived by her son Robert, daugh-
ter Jacqueline, four grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. Her family and friends will 
miss her greatly and to them I extend my sin-
cerest heartfelt sympathy and pray that they 
will receive God’s comforting graces in abun-
dance. 
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WACHUSETT REGIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2000 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise to recognize Wachusett 
Regional High School for being designated a 
GRAMMY Signature School by the GRAMMY 
Foundation. The GRAMMY Foundation is a 
non for profit arm of the recording Academy, 
dedicated to advancing the role of music and 
art based education across the country and 
ensuring access to America’s righ cultural leg-
acy. 

Wachusett was one of only 100 schools to 
be selected out of over 18,000 schools. I be-
lieve that this national recognition is a credit to 
all the students, parents, and teachers that 
make the Wachusett’s music program so spe-
cial. After submitting their application to an 
independent data compiling firm for processing 
last September, Wachusett was asked to sub-
mit additional information including recordings 
of school concerts, sample concert programs, 
and music curriculum, which was reviewed by 
an independent screening committee. The 
committee then designated Wachusett Re-
gional High School as a GRAMMY Signature 
School. 

Congratulations to Dr. Pandiscio, students, 
families, and all my friends at Wachusett Re-
gional High School on this wonderful recogni-
tion. I join the entire community in celebrating 
is this marvelous achievement. 
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TRIBUTE TO RABBI AND MRS. 
SUGARMAN 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2000 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Rabbi Marvin and Rebbetzin 
Avis Sugarman who will be honored at the 
Shaarey Zedek Congregation’s 46th Annual 
Banquet on March 19, 2000. The occasion will 
mark Rabbi Sugarman’s retirement and will 

VerDate May 21 2004 10:41 Aug 11, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR00\E15MR0.000 E15MR0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T15:00:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




